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Write Here! Write Now!
Questions - Contact:  advocacy@uusj.org or 202.600.9132

Delivery of Letters: All Letters due by August 5th, to do so you can:

● Use our ONLINE Tool to write and send letters to both senators directly

● Type your letters electronically or handwrite them for scan, and upload or email to  advocacy@uusj.org .
● Letters can be mailed to UUSJ c/o Paulette DeMers, 1530 1st Ave N, Moorhead MN 56560

Tell Your Senators: Fix the Electoral Count Act Now

Why Are We Writing? After the failed Freedom to Vote/John R. Lewis Act vote of January 19th, 2022, attention in

the Senate has gone to modernizing/overhauling the Electoral Count Act (ECA). This revised act would update, tighten,

and clarify the ECA of 1887. That Act has long provided the framework governing the casting and counting of electoral

votes for the presidency, including the role of Congress and the Vice President. Reforming the ambiguous 1887 ECA

would avert much of the chaos and misinformation that is occurring today. Please help underscore for the Senate that

the right to vote is fundamental to our democracy and we need to be confident in our election results.

Why now? This act currently has bipartisan collaboration among at least 17 Senators who are working to update

it. We want these Senators to bring the negotiations to a swift conclusion during this session of Congress, before

midterm elections, after which members of a new Congress may make other issues a priority.

Background: The U.S. Constitution provides little guidance as to certifying and conveying votes in the states, which

led to a crisis following the general election of 1876 and enactment of the ECA in 1887. The ECA as enacted in 1887

contains numerous ambiguous provisions that partisans may try to exploit, as we saw in the runup to the January 6

insurrection.

Some tried to claim that the ECA empowers the Vice President to reject electors certified by a State. Others argued,

based on allegations that had been rejected by numerous courts, that there had been a “failure” to properly choose

electors in certain states allegedly empowering those state legislatures to choose new slates. Attempts to use the

ambiguous language of the ECA to reverse presidential election results are a dire threat to our democracy. Congress

should act now to update and clarify the ECA to prevent future attacks on our democratic process.

UU Grounding: Our 5th UU Principle, “The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our

congregations and in society at large” compels us to advocate for a healthy, inclusive democratic process in which the

results of elections are respected by all parties. The 6th and 7th Principles suggest we are a community, interdependent.

(See other side for Ask, Talking Points, and Sample Letter)

https://uusj.salsalabs.org/reformeca
http://uusj.net/wp1/whwn-letter-submission/
mailto:advocacy@uusj.org
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electoral_Count_Act#:~:text=The%20Electoral%20Count%20Act%20of,votes%20following%20a%20presidential%20election.


Key Message: Congress must update the ECA to establish clear procedures for the counting and certification of

electoral votes for the presidency. Otherwise, ambiguities in this outdated statute may encourage partisans to try to

undermine future presidential election results by claiming that properly chosen slates of electors can be rejected.

Ask: Take all prudent steps with the ECA to avoid a repeat of the chaos of Jan. 6. 2021. (see sample letter)

Suggested Talking Points

(use your own examples, tell your story, and/or draw on some of these suggested points)

There is agreement that the ECA needs to be updated and clarified. Ambiguities in this 1867 statute may be exploited by

members of the losing party in future presidential elections.

● Contrary to what some claimed after the 2020 election, the Vice President only presides over the counting and has

no authority to reject electors.

● The ECA’s requirement that an objection can be raised by a single member of each chamber is too low a bar.

Congress should significantly increase the number of members needed to raise an objection and enumerate narrow

grounds for raising an objection (including a specific definition of a “failed” election).

● Disputes over whether a state has properly conducted an election should ideally be resolved in the courts, not

Congress. An amended ECA should specifically provide for expedited review in the appropriate state or federal court

of such questions.

Sample Letter to Your Senators

[NOTE: this is only a sample letter. It will make a difference if you use your own words. Speak from your heart.]

[Today’s date]

Dear Senator ______________, [write to both of your Senators, separately i.e. 2 letters]

I’m a Unitarian Universalist from [optional: name of congregation and location], and supporter of the Unitarian
Universalists for Social Justice.  Our faith calls for respecting the right of conscience and the use of the democratic process
within our congregations and in society at large. This compels me to advocate for a healthy inclusive democratic process.

[Important: Support the message with a personal experience or concern relating to elections and voting.]

I urge you to take action in this 117th Congress to update the Electoral Count Act of 1887 (ECA) to establish clear and fair
procedures for the counting and certification of electoral votes for the presidency. To avoid a repeat of the chaos that
resulted when Congress gathered on Jan. 6, 2021, to count electoral votes, Congress must clarify the Act in the following
ways:

● Clarify that the Vice President has a limited, ceremonial role and cannot reject slates of electors forwarded by

states;

● Increase the number of members of Congress required to raise an objection to a state’s submission of electoral

votes;

● Enumerate specific grounds for raising an objection and narrowly define the concept of a “failed” election;

● Provide limited and expedited judicial review in state and/or federal courts, as appropriate, to ensure that the

electors appointed by a state reflect the popular vote results in the state.

[adapt a closing such as… I look forward to hearing about your plans to ensure the passage of the revised ECA.]
Sincerely,
[YOUR NAME and include your COMPLETE ADDRESS]

(See other side for Why We Are Writing, Background, UU Grounding, and Message plus Instructions for Delivering Letters)


