
 

Write Here! Write Now! 
Pass the Dream Act of 2017 S. 1615  
(www.uusj.org for more information) 
If you need to scan and email your letter send it to advocacy@uusj.org 

 
Instructions for Writing Your Letter 

● Focus on the topic - pass a clean Dream Act 2017 NOW to provide a path to citizenship for 
Dreamers. And, become a co-sponsor of the bill.  

● Be brief, be courteous, be specific - clearly state the issue and your position. 
● Be original and speak from the heart. If possible describe a personal experience or story, or 

include 1-2 talking points, in your own words, to support the main message. 
● Include a clear and specific action request. “I urge you to…” 
● Include your name and complete address to be counted - proves that you are a constituent.  
● Do not put individual letters in a sealed envelope. You can scan and email to 

advocacy@uusj.org 
 

Sample Letter (as of 11/12/17) 
 
Today’s date 
 
The Honorable Senator (name of your senator; please write to both)  
United States Senate  
Washington, DC 20510  
 
Dear Senator _______________, 
 
I am a Unitarian Universalist from (optional: name of congregation and location). Guided by my faith, I 
believe in the inherent worth and dignity of all people and that no human being is illegal. I stand in 
solidarity with Dreamers, young immigrants who were brought here without authorization through no 
fault of their own. 
 
I urge you to become a co-sponsor and take immediate action to pass a clean Dream Act 2017 
without amendments to support the Dreamers. Provide these young people with a path to citizenship 
so they can stop living in fear of deportation or of losing their educational opportunities, jobs and 
families. The United States is their home. 
 
[Insert personal experience, story, or pick 1-2 talking points (page 2), in your own words, to support 
the main message.] 
 
PERSONALIZED - WRAP UP SENTENCE (Thank you for your consideration of my [concerns/story]. 
I look forward to your response. etc.) 
 
Sincerely, 
YOUR NAME and COMPLETE ADDRESS 
 

(See other side for Background, Talking Points and Key Messages) 
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Background 
 
In 2013 our UU General Assembly passed a Statement of Conscience on “Immigration as a Moral Issue” which states: 
“Our UU Principles and Sources compel us to affirm that all immigrants, regardless of legal status, should be 
treated justly and humanely.” We strongly support a just and equitable reform of our nation’s immigration laws. While 
the reform process is pending, we ask Congress to take action that can immediately alleviate the suffering of thousands of 
immigrants.  
 
The Dream Act 2017 S.1615/H.R.3440 (acronym for Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors Act) is a 
bipartisan, bicameral legislative proposal that has been considered by the House of Representatives and Senate since 
2001, but never passed. It seeks to address the difficult situation of young people living in the US without legal 
authorization, to shield them from deportation and provide a pathway to permanent legal status or citizenship. It is one 
piece of the larger puzzle of comprehensive immigration reform. 
 
In 2012, the Obama Administration created the DACA program (the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals) by executive 
action, which grants work permits and deportation protection to this vulnerable group of young people. It gives these 
“Dreamers” the temporary right to live, study and work in the US.  
 
In September, President Trump rescinded the DACA program and gave Congress until March 2018 to pass a legislative 
solution. Nearly 700,000 Dreamers were in the DACA program at the time Trump ended it. Their DACA-related status will 
begin to expire in March 2018, unless Congress creates a legislative pathway to temporary or permanent legal 
immigration status for them. All Dreamers will lose their status by March 2020. 

 
DREAM ACT of 2017 S. 1615/H.R. 3440 — Key Messages and Talking Points 

 
Pass a clean bill. Don’t combine it with measures that allow for harsher immigration enforcement, detention, deportation, 
funding for more border security or a separation wall.  
 
Co-sponsor the bipartisan Dream Act of 2017 S. 1615, and reach out to your colleagues across the aisle to 
become a co-sponsor. (Senators have to sign on in pairs -- Democrat and Republican)  
 
Be visible and be vocal - speak out publicly in support of the Dream Act.  
 
No one is illegal. As people of faith and conscience, grounded in Unitarian Universalist principles, we affirm the 
inherent worth and dignity of all people. 
• For years UUs have fought for compassionate immigration reform and an end to mass detention and deportation. (My 

congregation/community has actively supported Dreamers by….)  
 
Supporting Dreamers is the right thing to do. The hard work, dreams, and determination of generations of 
immigrants have helped build America. 
• Dreamers are Americans. The US is their home. They were educated here. They have jobs here.  
• They had no control over their situation. Some were brought by their parents illegally. Others came with their families 

and stayed after their legal status expired. 
• The vast majority of all Americans support granting legal status and the chance to become citizens to the Dreamer 

population - nearly 8 in 10 voters (Center for American Progress July 2017). 
 
Jesus was a Dreamer.  
 
The immediate economic cost to the economy is huge.  
• Nearly $60 billion along with $280 billion reduction in economic growth over the next decade. (Cato Institute 1/ 2017) 
• Dreamers of working age are employed (over 90 percent) and pay taxes, while remaining ineligible for some of the 

same government benefits. Dreamers pay as much as $2 billion annually in state and local taxes.(ITPE 4/2017) 
 

(See other side for writing instructions and sample letter) 
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https://www.cato.org/blog/economic-fiscal-impact-repealing-daca
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/immigration/news/2017/08/28/437956/daca-recipients-economic-educational-gains-continue-grow/
https://itep.org/wp-content/uploads/2017DACA.pdf

