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November 15, 2016 

The Honorable Ted Deutch 
United States House of Representatives  
2447 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Deutch: 
 
On behalf of more than 6,500 Unitarian Universalists in 24 congregations in the National 
Capital Region and members of the Unitarian Universalists for Social Justice (UUSJ), 
we thank you for your active work towards removing the immigration detention bed 
quota from the Department of Homeland Security’s FY 2017 appropriations bill and 
system. 
 
Unitarian Universalists embrace a diversity of religious beliefs.  We put our faith into 
action through social and environmental justice within our communities and the wider 
world. The Unitarian Universalist Church of Fort Lauderdale and the Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship of Boca Raton are in your district. 
 
As you know, Congress has mandated since 2009 that U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) hold at least 34,000 immigrants in detention each day. The national 
ICE detention quota is contained in appropriations legislation for 2017 and should be 
removed as soon as possible. Here are facts drawn from the National Immigrant Justice 
Center:  
 

 The United States has the largest immigrant detention infrastructure in the 
world and today it locks up more immigrants than ever before.  

 The expansion of the system is in part due to the immigration detention 
bed quota, a law passed by Congress whereby 34,000 immigrants are held 
in ICE detention at any given time.  

 This is unprecedented; no other law enforcement agency operates on a 
quota system.  

 As politicians discuss immigration reform, any meaningful reforms to the 
immigration system will be impossible with the quota in place. 
 

Immigration detention has been used by the United States in various forms throughout 
the country’s history. It was temporarily suspended, with the closing of Ellis Island in 
1954, and seemed to be extinct. With the influx of Haitian and Cuban refugees in the 
1980s its use was reinstated, and since that time the system has steadily expanded 
through legislation and policy initiatives. Through the Immigrant Reform and Immigrant 
Responsibility Act of 1996 (IIRIRA), Congress increased the number of aliens subject to 
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mandatory detention, resulting in the expansion of the number of detention beds 
available to meet the mandate. During the 108th Congress P.L. 108-458, the Intelligence 
Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004, directed the Secretary of Homeland 
Security to increase the number of detention beds by 8,000 annually starting in FY2006 
through FY2010. Eventually, the House Appropriations Committee began incorporating 
a mandate into the annual appropriations bill. The FY2017 bill requires DHS to maintain 
34,000 beds. 
 
The human cost of this system is terrible:  
 

 There have been 142 deaths in detention since 2003 

 The families and communities of nearly half a million people are torn apart 
every year. 
 

The economic cost is: 
 

 $2.2 billion each year 

 Over $6 million each day 

 $159 per detention bed each day 
 
There are many good alternatives to detaining non-criminal undocumented immigrants, 
including home detention or simply relying on them to appear at court on the designated 
date of hearing. These immigrants have, for the most part, committed civil violations 
unrelated to the violent criminal acts that mandate detention in a locked facility. Overall, 
the funds for this program could be better directed. 
 
In 2013, our Unitarian Universalist General Assembly passed a Statement of 
Conscience on “Immigration as a Moral Issue.” It states, “Our Unitarian Universalist 
(UU) Principles and Sources compel us to affirm that all immigrants, regardless of legal 
status, should be treated justly and humanely.”  We strongly support a just and 
equitable reform of our nation’s immigration laws. While that process is pending, we ask 
you to take action that can immediately alleviate the suffering of thousands of 
immigrants. 
 
If you have any questions, contact us through our Immigration Steering Committee 
chair, Dean Wanderer, at deanwanderer@verizon.net, or (571) 214-2710. 
 
ENDING THE 34,000 BED QUOTA IS THE FIRST STEP TOWARD HUMANIZING 
OUR IMMIGRATION SYSTEM. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Pavel DeJesus     Dean Wanderer, Chair 
Executive Director     Immigration Steering Committee 

 

 

 


