
 

 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

January 20, 2016 
 
The Honorable Ben Cardin 
509 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Cardin: 
 
On behalf of the Unitarian Universalists for Social Justice (UUSJ) in the National Capital Region, I ask you 
to urge President Obama to halt mass deportation of immigrants. These practices are contrary to our 
nation’s and our Unitarian Universalist values. We also urge you to vote against H.R. 4038, the SAFE 
Act. In addition, we continue to urge Congress to come together to pass bipartisan comprehensive 
immigration reform to address the needs of the undocumented and other immigrant groups which would 
address our broken system that cruelly tears families apart. 
 
There are more than 6,500 Unitarian Universalists in over 23 congregations in the greater Washington, 
D.C. National Capital Region, and 4,654	  in Maryland. Unitarian Universalists embrace a diversity of reli-
gious beliefs. We put our faith into action through social and environmental justice work in our communities 
and the wider world. Unitarian Universalists affirm and promote seven Principles, which we hold as strong 
values and moral guides. We are called by our first Principle, “The Inherent Worth and Dignity of Every 
Person.” 
 
In 2013 our Unitarian Universalist General Assembly passed a Statement of Conscience on “Immigration 
as a Moral Issue.” Among other actions, it calls for:  

• Alternatives to detention for those not considered a threat to society and humane treatment for 
those being detained. 
• Preservation of family unity, including same-sex and transgender couples and families. 
• Provision of asylum for refugees and others living in fear of violence or retribution. 

As people of faith, we are called to remind our decision makers about the worth and dignity of every per-
son, of whatever parentage or nationality, as American society copes with immigrants arriving from around 
the world, especially from Central America and the Middle East.  

Right now, in defiance of a court order to stop detaining children, the Obama administration has increased 
the detention of families by 173% over the last several months, according to the Migration Policy Institute. 
And now the administration has announced it will search for and deport asylum-seeking families back to the 
danger they are trying to escape. And they are putting this into practice, as evidenced by the very recent 
deportation of at least 121 families to Central America. 
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Our faith calls upon us to stand on the side of love and to support the human rights of all those in need of 
help, including undocumented immigrants and those seeking asylum from violence, repression, and ex-
treme poverty. 
Nearly all religions are filled with admonitions to treat strangers among us with love and hospitality. Yet, the 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement office continues to detain entire families, including children, who 
have fled persecution, trauma, and threats against their very lives, re-traumatizing them, and threatening to 
deport them to the very places where their lives will again be threatened. Our immigration courts continue 
to deny asylum to many people who clearly do have a well-founded fear of persecution and if returned to 
their country of origin could face fatal consequences. 
 
One of the most ancient, ethical injunctions on us as human beings is for the humane treatment of 
strangers. Our immigration policy is a reflection upon our worth as a people, and we currently fall far short 
of the standard. 

UUSJ therefore request that you: 
 

1) Ask the President to order a halt to the actions that the Department of Homeland Security is 
taking against mostly Central American families and children. 

2) Vote against H.R. 4038, known by the misnomer, the SAFE Act, a divisive, punitive and 
…unnecessary bill.  

3) Continue to speak out in favor of comprehensive immigration reform legislation similar to 
what was contained in S. 744 that the last Congress considered. 

 
Please do everything in your power to ensure our immigration laws are enacted in a humane, just, and fair 
manner. 
 
If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contacts us through our Immigration Steering Committee chair, 
Dean Wanderer, at deanwanderer@verizon.net or (571) 214-2710.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Lavona M. Grow 
Board Chair 
UUSJ 	  


