
2011 Annual Report 
 
Social Justice Committee—Antonio Carrillo, Chair 
 
The Social Justice Committee works for human rights, economic and environmental justice. 
The Committee is the principal coordinating body for social justice activities at UUCR and is 
composed of those who lead groups; represent UUCR at allied organizations and at-large 
members. We discern congregational priorities and provide leadership in implementing those 
priorities and encourage exploration of emerging issues. We work in coalition with UU and other 
social justice organizations to have a greater impact in making the world more peaceful and just. 
The Committee coordinates the work of the following groups and local and regional social justice 
organizations providing opportunities for direct service, education, advocacy, witness and 
community organizing: 

Hunger Relief, Beacon House, Action in Montgomery (AIM), Peacemaking, BGLT (Bi-sexual, 
Gay, Lesbian, and Transgender). UUs for Social Justice (UUSJ), Community Ministries of 
Rockville (CMR), Interfaith Works (IFW), UU Service Committee, Open Door Housing Fund 
and the UU Legislative Ministry of Maryland (UULM-MD). The Environmental Action Group, 
rejuvenated by Mary Lanigan and Terrie Barr along with several members, have moved forward 
in becoming a Green Sanctuary as well as educating the congregation on environmental issues. 
Adriana Brigatti initiated a new immigration effort. As the part of the effort to begin in educating 
the congregation on this issue, Adrianna had a viewing of the film "9500 Liberty” with panel 
including Ana Sol Gutierrez, State Delegate of District 18, David Strauss and Rob Keithan, 
Sabbatical Minister. Rob also led a discussion based on the book, "Joseline”.  We are continuing 
to look for leadership to support Adrianna in this very important UUA issue.  As the church 
moves forward in its strategic plan, we continue to explore ways to become a more public church 
and to increase congregational participation.  
 
Members: Antonio Carrillo, Chair; Chuck Fenimore, Stephanie Kreps, Alberta Maschal,  Terrie 
Barr, Ken Sandin, Mary Lanigan, Adrianna Brigatti, Bob Oyler and Linda Hartley.  

Accomplishments: 
 
Using consensus we distributed $11,200 from the UUCR budget to social justice efforts and 
organizations listed above and in the group annual reports with $200 for UUSC.    
 
We allocated $100 of our funds to support Peace Action Montgomery and were host to their 
annual meeting. 
 
We participated and allocated $500 of our funds to be a sponsor for the annual MCCH shelter 
walk. 
 
We raised over $5,700 to sponsor a room at the newly opened Mansfield Kaseman Health Clinic 
in Rockville.  
 
We organized congregants to provide a week of meals in June for the Women’s Community 
Based Shelter as well as providing several meals in the fall and summer.  
 
Name of Committee or Group: Environmental Action Group 
Mission or Purpose of Committee or Group (one sentence): Provide leadership and coordination 
of environmental activities at UUCR inspired by the 7th Unitarian Universalist principle, respect 
for the interdependent web of existence of which we are a part. 
Names of Chair(s) and committee/group members (if applicable):  Mary Lanigan (Chair), Terrie 
Barr, Alberta Maschal, Lucy Roberts, Jim Carleton, Carol Reinsberg, Jon Landenburger, Jan 
Popp, Wayne Crump, Ed Kimball, Eva Tolgyesi, Herb Winkler, Martine Palmiter 
Major accomplishments for the year (July 1, 2010 – June 30, 2011) maximum 400 words for 
example: 



The Environmental Action Group (EAG) was rejuvenated in July 2010.  In addition to conducting 
environmental activities, a major focus of the group has been to explore UUCR becoming a 
Green Sanctuary (UUA certification program).  The group meets on the second Sunday of the 
month after the service in Room 52. 
Activities conducted/coordinated: 

• Two environmentally themed worship services: 1) Lay led “Environmental Justice” 
service on August 1 and 2) “Climate Change: The Moral Test of Our Time” on April 3 
with guest speaker Mike Tidwell, Director, Chesapeake Climate Action Network 
(CCAN). 

• Adult Education: 1) Wonderful Wed, Sept 29, environmental film and discussion of 
“Poisoned Waters”, 2) Wonderful Wed, Oct 13 “Wind Power 101” with Kristen Schultz, 
Clean Currents.  

• Outreach (public event):  Forum on “Offshore Wind in Maryland” – presentation by 
Keith Harrington, CCAN on Sun, Jan 16 after the service. Attendees included MD State 
Sen. Jennie Forehand, Delegate Kumar Barve, and Delegate Luiz Simmons all from 
District 17.  

• Earth Day activity: publicized and collected sign ups for the Unitarian Universalist 
Ministry for the Earth (UUMFE) 40/40/40 Earth Day project regarding sacred waters. 

Community Ministries of Rockville (CMR) 

 
CMR is an interfaith coalition of twenty-one Rockville congregations founded in 1967 to serve those in 
need in Rockville and Montgomery County.  UUCR is represented by two board members and 
contributes financially. This year UUCR contributed $2,100 to CMR, $200.00 directly to the Chase 
men’s shelter and $400 towards the Mansfield Kaseman Health Clinic (MKHC). CMR is an advocate for 
the underserved and supports several programs to serve the needs of its citizens.  These programs include 
an emergency assistance program (REAP), Latino Outreach Program, Elderly Ministries to enable frail 
elderly to remain in their home, the MKHC for uninsured adults, and the Chase Partnership House for 
homeless men, Jefferson House and Hope housing – transitional housing for homeless men and women.  
UUCR members bring meals to Chase men’s shelter and many UUCR members participate in other 
CMR programs, such as the Choir singing at the annual Thanksgiving Eve service and making several 
Thanksgiving baskets for needy families in the Rockville community.  
 
This past year the congregation contributed over $5,700 to sponsor an examining room for the clinic. 
Rev. Strauss attended a ceremony that recognized UUCR along with other businesses and congregations 
for their commitment to funding the clinic. In response to the need of supporting the clinic, the Social 
Justice Committee submitted a proposal to raise $5,000 for the continual operation of the clinic for this 
year.  As of this report we have received over $4,500 in contributions.  
 
CMR served a total of 3,516 individuals in all its programs this year.  Volunteer services alone 
contributed over 5,209 hours and $1,330,808 (40% of the total budget) as in kind services. Program 
highlights include the MKHC program which provided 1,948 patient visits, but that number is expected 
to double this coming year. The clinic also now serves the homeless women in Montgomery County and 
men at the Chase Partnership Shelter.  
 
CMR has many challenges for the upcoming years. This includes continual funding for the MKHC. 
Financial and volunteer support through the member congregations is crucial for the survival of CMR.  
UUCR as a member of the Rockville community has an obligation to support CMR to its past historic 
levels. More detail about the programs and budget is available through cmrocks.org and the CMR annual 
report. 
 
Board members: Roald Schrack and Antonio Carrillo 
 
Contact: Antonio Carrillo, 301-424-1795.  
 



OpenDoor Housing Fund, formerly, UU Affordable Housing Corporation - Terrie Barr 
 

OpenDoor was created through a merger in July 2007 of the UU Affordable Housing Corporation 
and the Washington Area Housing Trust Fund, a Council of Governments organization.  It is the 
largest locally controlled loan fund at $17 million. OpenDoor helps to create economically strong 
and diverse communities by providing short-term money to affordable housing developers for 
pre-development, acquisition and bridge financing. They make loans not made by traditional 
financial institutions and are critical to creating and preserving affordable housing.  Their 5 year 
goal is to provide loans to support 5000 homes for working families and those with special needs 
in the metropolitan area. Open Door is a non-profit lender that channels resources from socially 
responsible investors and donors to community based developers of affordable housing. Many 
faith based institutions including UU congregations and most local governments provide 
operating support because OpenDoor is not yet self sufficient. OpenDoor’s investors, lenders and 
grantees include more than 150 individuals, government, more than 25 faith based institutions 
and banks.   All investors have been repaid on time and in full. The UU Interfaith Advisory 
Committee assists the OpenDoor Housing Fund in staying true to it’s faith-based roots and UU 
connections.  The website is www.opendoorhousingfund.org 
 
Terrie Barr and Brian Sullivan represent UUCR on the UU Interfaith Advisory Committee. 
 
UUCR maintained its institutional investment of $10,000, maximizing the UUA matching 
amount. This investment earns 3% interest.   The Social Justice Committee contributed $350 this 
year for operating expenses.  Eleven UUCR members hold individual investments in OpenDoor 
and additional people make annual donations some through the Combined Federal Campaign.  
 
 
Unitarian Universalists for Social Justice  (UUSJ)  Inspiring Ideas, Sharing Resources, 

Working and Celebrating Together 
 
UUSJ connects social justice leaders in over 20 area congregations to create a peaceful, just and 
sustainable world. Working with allies like the Chesapeake Climate Action Network (CCAN) and 
Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays ( PFLAG) ensures our social justice work has 
a bigger impact in the region. For 11 years UUSJ has provided regional leadership and 
congregational support for effective social change in the Balt-DC-NOVA region. UUSJ is 
supported by congregations and individuals deeply committed to UU religious principles of 
human dignity, justice, and compassion  UUSJ offers grants of up to $500 to encourage 
collaboration. We believe that working for justice is an expression of our liberal religious faith. 
 
Accomplishments: 
This year UUSJ advanced the social justice work of UU congregations in 3 focus areas:  GLBT 
equal rights,   Immigration, and the environment through 3 educational and networking programs.  
UUSJ partnered with the Chesapeake Climate Action Network for our program on the 
environment, and with Immigrant advocacy groups for Immigration as a Moral Issue and with the 
UUA Washington office and PFLAG on Supporting GLBTQ Youth.    The environmental 
program was the same day as the Bizarre Bazaar so only one UUCR person attended.  The March 
Immigration program was attended by our sabbatical minister and 3 others.  The LGBTQ Youth 
program was planned with the help of Stephanie Kreps; 5 attended  and Shanea Thomas, RYA 
Coordinator presented. 
 
Five UUCR members/friends attended the Third Annual Social Justice Awards Gala, a fund raiser 
for the UUSJ Collaboration Fund.   Rainbow Youth Alliance won the regional award for most 
Innovating Social Justice Program.   The website, www.uusj.org, has information on social justice 
activities throughout the region and was used by UUCR along with their e-newsletter to publicize 
the UUCR programs.   
 
UUSJ has a “fair share” support system; UUCR met our fair share of $1638 to pay for the two - 
1/3   time staff, Rev. Terry Ellen and Rev. Cynthia Snavely and other operating expenses.  UUCR 
made a contribution of $600 from the operating budget. In addition to our institutional 



membership,  UUCR members and friends made contributions to maintain individual 
memberships. 
 
UUSJ exhibited at the Green Festival for the 7th year.  This outreach effort introduces 
environmentalists to Unitarian Universalism and shares information about area congregations.  
Other denominations learn about our Green Sanctuary Program.  
 
Terrie Barr is the UUCR representative on the Board of UUSJ for a third and last three year term.  
Terrie is serving her last year as co-chair of UUSJ, a three year term.  
 
 
Name of Committee or Group: Environmental Action Group: Action In Montgomery (AIM)  

 
Mission or Purpose of Committee or Group (one sentence): AIM  is an inter-faith, cross-class, 
multi-ethnic and multi-racial grassroots organization whose purpose is  increasing social 
integration and power in civil society and for making civic, county and state-wide changes for 
social improvement.  At last count, 128 Unitarian Universalist (UU) congregations are members 
of Congregation-Based Community Organizations (CBCOs)—10% of our UU congregations. 
 
Names of Chair(s) and committee/group members (if applicable):  AIM does not currently have a 
chair but the social justice committee allocated $2400 in support of AIM from the UUCR 
operating budget. 
 
Major accomplishments for the year 
 
AIM celebrated its 10th anniversary on May 18.  UUCR is a founding member of this 
community organizing group that has over 30 member congregations.   AIM members 
identify county priorities in thousands of face-to-face conversations with neighbors, fellow 
parishioners, colleagues and family members.  AIM members meet with county officials to 
share the resulting agenda of issues and hold meetings where citizens turn out in large 
numbers to challenge our elected officials to support grass roots issues  
 
Affordable Housing. $228 million for affordable housing since 2003.  These funds have been 
used to build and refurbish thousands of rental and for-sale housing units . 
MD Dream Act.   AIM leaders received public assurances from County Executive Leggett in 
front of hundreds of AIM members, that all high school graduates, regardless of their immigration 
status, could pay in-county tuition rates at Montgomery College.  Then they successfully worked 
with their sister organizations in Howard County, PG County and Baltimore to pass the MD 
Dream Act enabling immigrants to pay in-county tuition throughout the state. 
 College Access Counseling.  Doubled county funds for College Tracks, a college access program 
that works with youth at-risk for not attending college.  This means 250 additional youth will be 
served. 
Health Care. Increase of $500,000 to county budget to provide primary health care for those 
without insurance.  These funds enable the county clinics to provide care to 23,000 county 
residents who do not have health insurance. 
 Report by Terrie Barr  
 
Name of Committee or Group: Hunger Relief Task Group 
Mission: The Hunger Relief Group engages the congregation in actions to relieve hunger, study 
its causes and advocate for measures to reduce and end it. 
Names of group members: Leaders of UUCR's hunger relief activities are Dolores Barnes, Pat 
Einhorn and Chuck Fenimore, Chair. 

• Our major accomplishment this year was to engage our congregation in 
collecting and delivering contributions of food and money for area feeding 
organizations. Our engagement is in the worship services, Sunday coffee hours 
and at service projects. Our projects bring members  together to work for Manna, 
the Gaithersburg Soup Kitchen, and other hunger relief-related groups. 
Participation in service projects generally holds high interest for UUCR's 



members. The projects raise the profile of our congregation in the community 
since we generally work with members of other faith and community groups. 

• Manna, Montgomery County's central food bank, continues to provide a focus for 
our work on hunger relief. It is featured in several of our worship services and is 
a regular part of Children's Worship. During this church year, we set a goal - 
contribute 2000 pounds of food. As of May 1st, we've already delivered 2400 
pounds to Manna. Dolores Barnes and Children's Worship leads this project.  In 
August, twelve of our members staffed a “Manna Pavilion” at the Montgomery 
County Agricultural Fair for a day. We provided information on Manna for 
potential clients and contributors and received cash donations. 

• Many of our youth, 6th grade and up, serve meals at the Gaithersburg Soup 
Kitchen. This year we had 20 youth participants plus several parent helpers. 
Dolores Barnes and Chuck Fenimore lead this project. 

• At our Thanksgiving service the whole congregation donated at total of 800 
pounds of food. 400 pounds, each, was delivered to Manna and to All Soul's 
Church Unitarian in Washington for distribution to needy families. Our members 
also provided a dozen large Thanksgiving baskets, which we delivered to 
Community Ministries of Rockville. 

• UUCR supported Rockville HELP with a contribution of $200. HELP provides 
emergency and supportive services to the elderly and needy members of our 
community.  

2010-2011 Hunger Relief Task Group budget is $1000, all of which has been spent. 
 
 


