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Our Purpose: 

The Social Justice Council (SJC) provides leadership, vision, and organizational support for 

committees, task forces and other groups that implement the social justice mission of 

MVUC.  

Organization, membership, and meetings  
SJC is made up of leaders of two task forces, Green Sanctuary and Route 1, one committee, 
Partner Church, liaisons to interfaith organizations, and a publicity representative. Until 
January 2011, the Repeal Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell group was also in operation. Since they 
fulfilled their mandate to see DADT repealed, the group disbanded. 

 The following serve on the council: Bill Alsmeyer-Johnson, Dick Schaffer, Helen Lounsbury, 
Ron Brandt, Lynne Kennedy, and Georgia Pourchot [coordinator]. 

 We meet on the first Tuesday of the month. 

 Activities report: 

1. Mobilized the church to keep pressure on elected representatives to repeal Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell as follows:  

a. Mobilized participation in UUA Standing on the Side of Love petition drive to 
stand for full equality for LGBTQ people. 

b. Lynne Kennedy wrote to General Counsel at the Department of Defense, Jeh 
Johnson and Commanding General of US Army, Europe, in a series of letters 
released every day from family members and spouses of former service 
members impacted by DADT. 

c. Joan Darrah was featured on MSNBC and on CNN with her reaction to the 
repeal of DADT. 

d. Darrah and Barnett were invited and attended the signing ceremony of the 
repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell. 

e. Servicemembers Legal Defense Network sent letter to MVUC, to thank the 
church for its role in the repeal of DADT. 

  

2. The Route 1 and Green Sanctuary Task Forces joined hands to start the Healthy 
Foods for Healthy Families project: 

a. The project consists of creating an organic garden lot on MVUC property, and 
growing food for the homeless and low income population on the Richmond 
Highway corridor. This project combines principles of economic and 



environmental justice, sustainability, and caring for the interdependent web. 
In the summer and fall of 2010, the garden yielded approximately 70 lbs. of 
organic produce that was donated to United Community Ministries, and 
Rising Hope United Methodist Mission Church, interfaith organizations that 
work directly with the homeless in our area. 

b. The project was supported by the Religious Education program, and the 
Green House team. 

c. The organic garden was featured in the Mount Vernon Gazette and the UUSJ 
newsletter. 

  

3. Continued work by the Partner Church Committee earned the chair a national 
award. In 2010, Lisa Gillispie was awarded the Steward of Partnership award by the 
Unitarian Universalist Partner Church Council.      

  

4. Hosted UUSJ workshop on immigration as a moral issue. 
  

5. Organized and held four Walking the Walk of Social Justice meetings, for prospective 
members. 

  

6. Outreach to other organizations included getting off our grounds into the halls of 
universities with our social justice message, and bringing university faculty to our 
grounds as follows: 

a. Organized ‘Interfaith Collaborations for Social Justice’ panel for American 
University conference “Revolutions! Building Emancipatory Politics and 
Action,” involving speakers from interfaith organizations  MVUC works with 
(October 2010). 

b. Organized MVUC round table series on fresh perspectives on women’s 
reproductive rights, with distinguished faculty from the Howard College 
School of Medicine (fall 2010, winter 2011). 

7. The monthly movie series continued on the first Friday of the month, screening 
movies with a provocative social justice message. 

8. Monthly special collections to support various organizations continue. In  the 2010-
2011 church cycle, MVUC collected and dispensed $19,893 to organizations such as 
United Community Ministries, New Hope Housing, Open Door Housing Fund, Beacon 
House, Planned Parenthood of Metropolitan Washington, Equality Virginia, the UU 
Service Committee, our two partner churches in Romania and India, and the UU 
Ministry for the Earth. Additionally, a benefit concert was held for United 
Community Ministries, by Harmony Heritage Singers Men’s Chorus. Over $1,400 
was raised for UCM. A disaster fund collected approximately $1,000 for the Haiti 
Relief Fund. 



9. In partnership with the Music Program, sponsored the Words of Albert Schweitzer 
and the Music of Bach concert, commemorating the 60th anniversary of 
Schweitzer's only trip to America. 

10. Mobilized participation in various rallies on the National Mall, including several 
demonstrations in support of marriage equality, immigrants’ rights, and the Capital 
Pride parade. 

11. We continue to work with various interfaith organizations such as the Interfaith 
Center of Virginia to advocate for the rights of the poor in the state’s capital. We 
have also started to work with Virginians Organized for Interfaith Community 
Engagement (VOICE), a community-based organization advocating for just change at 
local, state and federal levels. We currently do not have an institutional 
membership, like UUCA, Bull Run and Fairfax UU churches do, but we are part of 
Voice of Mt. Vernon, a group of church representatives across our area. 

12. The interfaith blood drive continues, with MVUC hosting the December drive. 
13. The Council worked in partnership with Minister Walker on a service about the 

rising rate of teen suicide due to bullying and homophobia (Gays Cry Too, January 
2011). 

14. An award has been announced by JPD, and it will be presented at the annual 
congregational meeting. 

15. The social justice activities presented above involve approximately fifty percent of 
our congregation in some form of activity, which includes families with children of 
all ages. 

  

Future Goals 

• To continue to provide opportunities for our congregation to grow its awareness of 
social problems through educational events, Sunday services, outreach to the RE 
program and to other programs of the church; 

• To provide opportunities for service and advocacy in the areas of continued need in 
our neighborhoods, and beyond. 

  

Revenue and Expenditures 

• Earned $300 from UUSJ, for the organic garden collaborative project. The money 
was spent on water for the garden, seeds and seedlings.  A new garden fence, and 
materials for two compost bins were also covered from this grant. 

• Purchased several movies and the Schweitzer program from the allocated budget. 

• Paid $200 in dues for Voice of Mt. Vernon. 

• The special collections and benefit concert funds were disbursed promptly after 
collection. 

  

Respectfully submitted by Georgeta Pourchot, the Social Justice Council 


